[Health services--a system with a variety of objectives].
The article presents the objectives of the Norwegian health care system as they have been outlined in governmental publications from 1672 to 1999. A model for analysis of objectives is presented. Concern for the patient, estimated medical needs in society and administrative guidelines are common elements in the set of objectives through the period. Effective use of resources became a concern at the end of the period. The stated objectives of the health care systems of Norway are more concerned with the health care system than with health in itself. The model for analysis uses the concepts of mercy, benefit, order and profit for providers to classify the various objectives. Evaluated by this model, the main objectives seem to have been surprisingly stable throughout the period covered by the study, though the concept of benefit seems to become a more important consideration during later decades.